
   TE WAIORA NEWS 

Welcome to our autumn edition of the Te Waiora Newsletter. 

By producing this newsletter we hope to keep you informed 

with the happenings of the Centre. Please feel free to contact 

us with your thoughts; you can find our contact details on the 

back page. You can also donate to the ministry and its  

developments by completing the donations slip on the back 

page. 
 

Welcome also to our 

     

Rest   Refreshment  & Renewal      www.tewaiorahouse.org.nz  March 2019 

ANNUAL OPEN DAY 
(i.e. afternoon !) 

 

Sunday 31 March 
Between 2.30 and 4.30pm 

 

This is an ideal opportunity to renew 

friendships, invite interested folk, look 

around and find out about current  

developments, and enjoy a lovely  

afternoon tea !...  WELCOME ALL 

Have you noticed we have a new LOGO ? 

Have you seen our  

latest brochure ? 

     (front of a two-sided card) 

       

Jesus said : 

Come to me, all who 

are weary and  

burdened, 

And I will give you 

REST 
(Matthew chapter 11) 



From The Chairman 
Kia ora tatou, Te Waiora supporters. 
 
What’s up at Te Waiora? Some things don’t change, like the 
peaceful atmosphere, the restful, contemplative ambience, the  
serene garden setting, and the hospitality of the hosts.  

 
We have some changes too.  We have produced a new brief 
brochure to promote Te Waiora  to those in need of a break 

away. If you would like some to give to your friends, please ask. 
There has been some work in the grounds: planting and making the end of the 
orchard tidy and easier to maintain,  and finishing the gazebo in the “stony  
corner” to keep it sheep-free when we have the flock in to keep the paddock tidy. 
There has been some work in the cottage such as upgrading the bathroom, and 
insulating under the house. These changes are in readiness for increased staffing 
in the future. 
 
What is next? Our plans to expand the host’s bedsit in the main house are  
progressing through the consent process. Whenever changes are made to this 
category of building, Councils can require other upgrades to meet the new  
building codes, so this is now a consideration for the Trust. 
 
Our new trustees, Gaye Bruce and Alison Jephson have been making valued 
contributions with their time and expertise. However, Graham Button, our  
Secretary and chaplain, ( and co-ordinator of the newsletter) has indicated that he 
will retire soon after many years of faithful service to Te Waiora. 
 
I want to thank our supporters, our volunteers, our trustees, our Hosts and relief 
Hosts, and our Lord for their part in making a stay at Te Waiora a positive and 
even life-changing experience. 
 

Brian Knopp    -    Trust Chair. 

Brian Knopp Trust Chairman 

Vouchers 

Vouchers can be pur-

chased from Te 

Waiora House and are 

ideal to gift or thank 

somebody who could 

benefit from a time at  

the House, or a spe-

cial appreciation for 

service given in your 

church or community.  

Special discounts are 

available for multiple 

vouchers. 

NEW TRUSTEE 

Alison Jephson brings to 

the Trust a wealth of  

experience in people-care, 

administration, and many 

other areas. She worships 

at the Burnside/Harewood 

Anglican Church 



AND FROM OUR HOSTS…..     

 

 
 

YOUR PRAYERS FOR TE WAIORA ARE SO GREATLY VALUED… 
 

Being thankful for : 

 The blessing many guests speak of for their time with us; 

 For John & Ruth and their recent break; 

 God’s provision in so many ways. 

And asking that : 

 Our God will guide the Trust with the on-going developments; 

 Suitable new trustees will be identified; 

 The Open Day will introduce more folk who may give support to the ministry; 

 In all things, God will be glorified. 

 

As the New Year is underway at Te Waiora we are mindful of,  
and so thankful to God for all the good things that happen  
here. 
Last year Te Waiora hosted guests for approximately 350 bed  
nights, as well as a growing number of day groups coming to  
benefit from time spent absorbing the peace and tranquillity of the surroundings - 
‘being’ rather than ‘doing’. This makes it easier to hear the still small voice of God,  
that is often drowned out in the busyness of everyday life. 
To quote some recent guests commenting on their stay at Te Waiora: 
Very restful and calming, and wasn’t afraid to be myself. I was aware of God’s  
presence all the time, and now I feel hopeful for the future. 
A true rest  - slept well, ate well, dwelt in a quietness and ease provided/enabled by 
the care and love of our hosts. Felt the Lord say “Great to have you to myself at last”. 
What could have been better? Don’t know – perhaps make everyday 48 hours long!! 
All that happens at Te Waiora is upheld by prayer, and we see many encouraging  
answers. This year we have changed the day of the Te Waiora prayer meetings from 
every Tuesday to the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 Thursdays of the month at 10:30 am. We welcome 

anyone to join us for worship and prayer, and morning tea is available from 10 am  
before the meetings. We also value our prayer supporters who are sent a regular 
prayer update during the year, and pray in their own time for the current needs, and 
well as rejoicing in the ongoing breakthroughs. Please contact us if you would like to 
support the ministry of Te Waiora in this way. 
Volunteers remain at the core of the ministry and enable Te Waiora to keep costs at 
an affordable rate for guests. This year we are going to have monthly work days on 
the property to keep up with gardening, and enable exciting grounds development 
projects to enhance the guest experience. These will be held on the first Friday or  
Saturday of the month alternately. Please contact us if you would like to be notified of 
these. So, whether you come as a guest or a volunteer, a warm welcome awaits you! 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
Blessings 

Ruth and John 



Contact Us 

Hosts: Ruth and John Thompson 

tewaiorahouse@xtra.co.nz 

03 318 0789 

 

Trust Chairperson: Brian Knopp 

knopp@clarity.net.nz 

03 317 9072 

 

Newsletter Editor:  

Graham Button 

gabutton@xtra.co.nz 

03 352 6504 

 

Trust Mail: PO Box 20-419  

Christchurch 8543 

 

Te Waiora House: 236 Hororata 

Rd, RD2 Darfield 7572 

 

N.B. Please advise David Elliott of 

any changes, additions, or  

deletions to the mailing list:  

elliottfamily@actrix.co.nz  

OR    03 358 9381 

DONATIONS AND GIFTS TO THE MINISTRY (please specify if your gift is for a specific purpose **)   

 

Name .....................................................                            ** ................................................................................ 

 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Enclosed :  $...................... 

An annual receipt will be sent after 31 March, but  please tick here if an immediate receipt is required:  (     ) 

Please send to :  Te Waiora Christian Trust,  P.O.Box  20-419, Christchurch 8543    

                    or Direct Credit  /  or  Automatic Payment: 03 1704 0014464 00 

LEGACIES : The Trust is also grateful for recent   

legacies in the names of the late Revd Bruce Beckett and 

Sister J Talbot.  Should you wish to include the Te Waiora 

ministry in your will, necessary details could be obtained from 

Alan Townley, our Treasurer  -   alant@oconnell.co.nz 

DID YOU KNOW that a No.86 Metro Bus  

service is being trialled between the City and  

Darfield ? It operates weekdays—from Central 

ChCh Depot 4.45pm; from Darfield 7.10am. While 

primarily for commuters,  with a Te Waiora pick-up, 

it may serve some TW guests who lack transport.  

Phone our Hosts if interested : 03 3180789 

THE TRUST IS VERY GRATEFUL  to those who 

kindly donate a monthly amount in support of the ministry. 

We would welcome others who may like to do the same. You 

can find the Trust bank account at the foot of the page. 

ANOTHER WARM “THANK YOU” TO OUR WONDERFUL 

TEAM OF VOLUNTEERS 

A BBQ meal was shared recently at Te 

Waiora for many of the faithful folk who 

give time and energy to the ministry. 

If YOU would like to join the team, or 

maybe enquire where the needs are, 

please contact the Hosts: 033180789 


